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We are told by many that God is finished with Israel, that she has been replaced with the church,
and that the church is Zion, and the earthly Jerusalem has been replaced with the heavenly Jerusa-
lem.

We have long been told this by covenant theologians who follow the “church fathers” that devised
this view.

Now we are hearing replacement theology taught by some Independent Baptists.

In the video Marching to Zion, Steven Anderson teaches that Israel today, the Israel that returned to
the land and established a modern state, is not the Israel of the Bible. Rather, God is finished with
the nation Israel and New Testament believers are the “true Israel.”

“It’s those of us who believe in Jesus Christ that are Israel. ... We Christians are the true people of
God. We are the true Israel. And we are marching to Zion” (Anderson, Marching to Zion).

Other men associated with Anderson are saying the same thing.

“So I’m Israel. Those people over there are not Israel” (Pastor M.J. Filenius, 36th Street Missionary
Baptist Phoenix, Arizona, cited in Marching to Zion).

“There is NOTHING in the New Testament to support the Jewish occupation of Palestine. In fact,
Paul clearly tells the believers, that we (saved) are the ‘seed of Abraham’ and the ‘children of prom-
ise’ (Galatians 3-4; Romans 9)” (Matt Furse, Who Is Israel?).

These men are saying that God is finished with national Israel, and in this report we intend to an-
swer that false charge from Scripture.

Who says that God is not finished with national Israel? The whole Bible says this. It is taught
from Genesis to Revelation. The only way to refute it is to allegorize and spiritualize a vast
amount of plain Scripture, which is exactly what Replacement Theology does and which is
exactly what we refuse to do. No one is going to rob us of a consistent normal-literal method of
interpreting Bible prophecy, because the evidence that this isthe proper method of interpreta-
tion is overwhelming.

The Abrahamic Covenant
The Abrahamic Covenant says God is not finished with Israel.

God’s covenant with Abraham is one of the most important things in human history. By this cove-
nant, God created the nation Israel and brought the Scriptures and the Saviour to the world. By this
covenant, God brought salvation to the sinful human race through Christ. By this covenant, God
will fulfill His eternal plan to bring together all things in one in Christ (Eph. 1:10).

The Three Blessings

God’s covenant to Abraham promises personal blessings (for Abraham himself), national bless-
ings (for the 12 tribes of Israel), and universal blessings (for all of the redeemed)--not one or the
other, but all three.



The personal aspect of Abraham’s covenant belongs to Abraham himself (“I will bless thee, and
make thy name great,” Ge. 12:2). Abraham is one of the most important men in human history. He
is mentioned 250 times in the Bible. He was blessed by wealth even in his lifetime (Ge. 24:35).
Through Isaac, Abraham is the father of the Jews and the Christians, and through Ishmael, he is the
father of the Arabs and the Muslims. Paradise is named after him (Lu. 16:22), because he is the fa-
ther of saving faith (Ro. 4:11; Ga. 3:14).

The national aspect of Abraham’s covenant belongs to the nation Israel (“I will make of thee a
great nation,” Ge. 12:2). Israel inherited the covenant through Isaac (Ge. 26:1-4) and Jacob, whose
name was changed to Israel. God said to Jacob, “And the land which | gave Abraham and Isaac, to
thee | will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give the land” (Ge. 35:9-12). To national Israel
belongs the land that was promised to Abraham. Compare Ge. 12:7; 13:14-17; 15:7. In 1 Chroni-
cles 16:13-16 David affirmed that Abraham’s covenant passed through Isaac and Jacob to Jacob’s
children, the nation Israel, and that the promise includes the inheritance of the land.

The universal blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant are enjoyed by all believers through Abra-
ham’s greater Seed, Jesus Christ (“and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed,” Ge. 12:3).
Those who receive Christ become Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:6-9, 29). But New Testament believers
do not possess the land of Israel and our hope is not tied to that land. Our hope is not earthly but
heavenly. We will rule and reign with Christ, not as Israel, but as Christ’s Bride. How exactly the
church will relate to Israel in the Millennial kingdom is not revealed in Scripture.

The Seed of Abraham

Abraham was promised a seed. This is mentioned at least 24 times in Genesis (Ge. 12:7; 13:15;
13:16; 15:5, 13, 18; 16:10; 17:7, 8, 9, 10; 17:19; 21:12; 22:17, 18; 24:7; 26:3, 4, 24; 28:4, 13, 14;
32:12; 35:12; 48:4).

There is national and physical seed. Abraham’s seed is the nation Israel which shall inherit the land
(Ge. 15:13-21).

There is spiritual seed through Christ (Ga. 3:16, 29). The apostle Paul teaches that all of the bless-
ings of the Abrahamic Covenant come through Abraham’s greater Seed, Christ (Gal. 3:16), but Paul
also teaches that Israel today is Abraham’s seed, though not currently the children of God (Ro. 11:1;
2 Co. 11:22).

The rebellion of Abraham’s national seed, Israel, does not annul the promises that God has made to
her. Everywhere in Scripture we are taught that national Israel would be judged for her sin, but that
she will be restored to her own land and to the place of God’s blessing when she repents. In the sec-
tion on distinguishing Israel from the Church in the previous section on the Interpretation of Proph-
ecy, we looked at many passages that teach this (Deuteronomy 28-30; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:8-15;
Acts 3:18-21; 15:13-18; Romans 11:25-29).

Consider Leviticus 26:31-45. This passage describes the judgment that will come upon Israel be-
cause of her sin against God, but it says further that Israel will be restored when she repents and
acknowledges her sin, and this restoration is because of the covenant that God made with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.

“THEN WILL | REMEMBER MY COVENANT WITH JACOB, AND ALSO MY COVENANT
WITH ISAAC, AND ALSO MY COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM will I remember; and | WILL
REMEMBER THE LAND. The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while
she lieth desolate without them: and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because,
even because they despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred my statutes. And yet for
all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, | WILL NOT CAST THEM AWAY, NEITHER
WILL | ABHOR THEM, TO DESTROY THEM UTTERLY, AND TO BREAK MY COVENANT
WITH THEM: for | am the LORD their God. But | will for their sakes remember THE COVE-
NANT OF THEIR ANCESTORS, whom | brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the
heathen, that | might be their God: | am the LORD” (Le. 26:42-45).



Words could not be plainer. Israel’s rebellion does not annul the covenant that He made with her
through Jacob. In this passage, God is talking about the people of Israel and the land of Israel, and
there is no legitimate way to apply this to the church.

The Blessing and the Curse (Ge. 12:3)

God promised to bless those who bless Abraham and to curse those who curse him.
Laban testified that God blessed him for Jacob’s sake (Ge. 30:27).

Potiphar testified that God blessed him for Joseph’s sake (Ge. 39:2-3).

The principle of cursing those who curse Abraham and blessing those who bless him is applicable
to Abraham’s national seed. God has blessed and cursed nations for how they have treated Israel.
God has used many nations to judge Israel when she sinned, but He always judged those pagan na-
tions afterwards. Isaiah 33:1 pronounces woe upon “the spoilers,” referring to the spoilers of Israel.
God used the spoilers to judge sinning Israel, but He pronounced woe upon the spoilers. This hap-
pened to Assyria (Isa. 10:25). It happened to Babylon (Jer. 51:11). God took vengeance on Babylon
for destroying Israel’s temple. In Zechariah 2:8-9, God says that Israel is the apple of His eye, and
He warns that He will judge those who destroy Israel. The prophet Ezekiel addressed many nations
and pronounced judgment upon them for hating Israel. See Eze. 25:3-7 (Ammonites), Eze. 25:8-11
(Moab), Eze. 25:12-14 (Edom), Eze. 25:15-17 (Philistines), Eze. 26:2-5 (Tyre), Eze. 28:22-24 (Zi-
don), Eze. 35:3-15 (Edom). Israel is under God judgment today for her unbelief, but she is still Isra-
el, and she still belongs to God, and she is still under God’s watchcare, and those who curse her are
still cursed. I, for one, would not curse Israel, even in her most apostate condition. When Israel was
wandering in the wilderness because of her sin and unbelief, God did not allow Balaam to curse her.
“How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not de-
fied?” (Nu. 23:8).

| believe we can see this biblical principle at work in the history of Great Britain. After Britain
turned against Israel and renounced the Balfour Declaration, which was a solemn promise because
of Jewish help during World War I, and Britain did everything she could to arm the Arabs and to
disarm the Jews prior to and after 1948, she soon lost her empire.

The principle of cursing those who curse Abraham and blessing those who bless him is applicable
to born-again Christians who are Abraham’s seed (Ga. 3:29). God has blessed nations for how they
have treated Christians and how they have given liberty for the preaching of the gospel. We can see
this today. Those nations that give the most freedom for gospel preaching and church work are the
most blessed nations.

The Covenant of Deuteronomy 29-30

The covenant of Deuteronomy says God is not finished with Israel (Deuteronomy 29-30). It has
been called “the Palestinian Covenant,” but we believe that a better name is “the Return Covenant.”

The covenant of Deuteronomy 29-30 guarantees the return of Israel to the land. The same Israel that
would rebel and be cast out of the land and suffer great indignation (De. 30:22-28) will return (De.
30:1-9).

This covenant was made with the 12 tribes of Israel at the end of the 40 years of wilderness wander-
ing just before they entered the Promised Land. It was made in the land of Moab (De. 29:1), which
bordered the land of Canaan on the east.

The covenant promises that Israel will be restored to the land and blessed after the judgments of
God are finished (De. 30:1-9).

The covenant is unconditional and sure--“thou SHALT return and shalt obey his voice” (De. 30:2-
2); “the Lord thy God WILL bring thee into the land” (De. 30:5); “God WILL circumcise thine
heart” (De. 30:6); “God WILL put all these curses upon thine enemies” (De. 30:7); “thou SHALT
return and obey the voice of the Lord” (De. 30:8); “God WILL make thee plenteous in every work
of thine hand” (De. 30:9).



The covenant will be fulfilled when Israel, scattered among the nations repents (De. 30:1-2). This
proves that apostate Israel of the Diaspora is the Israel that will fulfill this covenant.

Israel will be gathered from among the nations and brought to “the land which thy fathers pos-
sessed” (De. 30:3-5).

Israel will be restored to the place of God’s blessing. “And the LORD thy God will make thee plen-
teous in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the
fruit of thy land, for good: for the LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over
thy fathers” (De. 30:9).

This covenant is not fulfilled in Israel today, but it will be fulfilled when Israel is converted during
the time of Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7).

The covenant cannot be applied to “the church” without doing violence to language. It pertains to
people who were scattered among the nations and then brought back to the very land possessed by
their fathers.

The Davidic Covenant
The Davidic covenant says God is not finished with Israel (2 Samuel 7:4-17).

The Davidic covenant is an extension of the covenant God made with Abraham. In the Davidic
covenant, God gives more details about the national kingdom aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant.

Israel’s future existence, restoration to the place of God’s favor, and the re-establishment of her
kingdom is based on God’s unconditional promise to David.

The Davidic Covenant promises the following: First, the house and throne of David will be estab-
lished forever (2 Sa. 7:13, 16). Second, David’s children will be chastised for sin, but the covenant
can never be annulled (2 Sa. 7:14-15). Third, the Davidic covenant will be fulfilled through Jesus
Christ, David’s Son, who inherits David’s throne (Mt. 1:1) and who will establish the Davidic king-
dom (Isa. 9:6-7).

The Psalmists mention the Davidic covenant and interpret it literally (Ps. 18:50; 89:3-4, 20-37;
132:11-18). The Psalmists teach us that the Davidic Covenant is the means whereby God will estab-
lish His kingdom on earth (Ps. 89:20-29). Psalm 72 describes in much detail the physical, earthly
kingdom of David’s Son Jesus the Messiah.

The prophets often mention the Davidic covenant and interpret it literally (Isa. 9:6-7; 16:5; 22:22-
24; 55:3-5; Jer. 23:5-6; 30:9; 33:15-26; Eze. 34:23-24; 37:24-25; Amo. 9:11-15; Zec. 12:7 - 13:1).

For example, Hosea plainly describes the fall of Israel followed by her return and the re-
establishment of the Davidic kingdom.

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a
sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: AFTERWARD shall
the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the
LORD and his goodness in the latter days” (Ho. 3:4-5).

This is the Bible’s teaching about Israel and her future in a nutshell. Israel would rebel against
God’s Word, be judged, abide many days without a king or a sacrifice or a priesthood (e.g., no
kingdom and no temple), then return, repent, and be restored and blessed. The restoration will occur
“in the latter days.”

According to Replacement Theology, Jesus is currently sitting on David’s throne in heaven and this
is the fulfillment of the Davidic covenant, but this requires allegorical gymnastics that I, for one,
refuse to engage in. It requires “spiritualizing” the plain words of the Davidic covenant and the New
Covenant.

Progressive Dispensationalism also says that Christ is already sitting on David’s throne, but it fur-
ther teaches that Christ will establish a literal 1,000 year kingdom in fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy at His return. This is called “already but not yet,” meaning that “Jesus is already on Da-



vid’s throne but has not yet completely fulfilled the promise of God to David for a descendant to sit
on his throne” (“What Is Progressive Dispensationalism?” gotquestions.org).

But no verse or passage in the New Testament says that Christ is currently sitting on David’s
throne.Psalm 110:1-4 doesn’t say that; one must read this into the passage. David wrote Psalm 110,
but he does not say here that the Messiah will sit on his (David’s) throne while He awaits victory
over His enemies. In fact, the Bible tells us that the throne upon which the Messiah currently sits is
the Father’s throne.

The New Covenant
The New Covenant says God is not finished with Israel (Jeremiah 31-33).

The New Covenant is God’s promise to convert rebellious Israel, restore her to her own land, and
bless her.

Consider some facts about the New Covenant:
1. It was made with the nation Israel (Jer. 31:31).
2. It promises the following things:

a. The regathering of Israel (Jer. 31:6-11)

b. God’s blessing upon Israel’s land (Jer. 31:4-5, 12-14, 24-25). Ezekiel often refers to the land
as “the land of Israel” when he prophesies of Israel’s restoration (Eze. 11:17; 20:38, 42; 37:12;
38:18-19; 40:2; 47:18).

c. The spiritual conversion of the people and cleansing from sin (Jer. 31:33-34)
d. The reestablishment of Israel’s kingdom and the possession of the land (Jer. 31:35-37)
e. Blessing upon Jerusalem as the capital of the kingdom (Jer. 31:38-40)

There is no way to make this fit the church without doing violence to plain Bible language and to
clear promises of God.

3. The New Covenant is unconditional and sure (Jer. 33:19-26). God goes out of His way to make
this absolutely clear.

“In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name where-
with she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness. For thus saith the LORD; David shall never
want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel; Neither shall the priests the Levites want a
man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually.
And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in
their season; Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have
a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers. As the host of heaven
cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my
servant, and the Levites that minister unto me. Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah,
saying, Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the
LORD hath chosen, he hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they
should be no more a nation before them. Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and
night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth; Then will I cast away the seed
of Jacob, and David my servant, so that | will not take any of his seed to berulers over the seed of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them.”

Note that God specifically corrects those who say that He has cast off the families of Israel that they
should be no more a nation. This is exactly what Replacement Theology says.

Consider two other major prophecies of the New Covenant in the Old Testament, among many
that could be considered:



Isaiah 61:1-12

Isaiah 61:1-2 is the passage that Jesus read in the synagogue at Nazareth at the beginning of His
ministry (Luke 4:18-21). He stopped mid-way through verse 2 and said, “This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears.” He didn’t read the rest of the prophecy which deals with God’s judgment on
and the restoration of Israel.

The old wastes will be rebuilt (Isa. 61:4).
Strangers will serve Israel as shepherds, farmers and vinedressers (Isa. 61:5).

Israel will be converted and be the priests and ministers of God (Isa. 61:6). Israel will finally be
what God intended that she be, which is a light to the nations.

Israel will be physically blessed and enriched (Isa. 61:6).

The nations will recognize Israel’s conversion and know that God has blessed her (Isa. 61:9). This,
too, tells us that these are real, earthly events.

Ezekiel 36:22-38

God will restore Israel for His name’s sake (Eze. 36:22-23). As God’s name has been profaned
among the nations because of Israel’s apostasy, so His name will be glorified in her repentance and
restoration.

God will regather Israel from among the nations and bring her to her “own land” (Eze. 36:24). This
is proof that the land of Israel belongs to ancient Israel and that currently apostate Israel will be re-
stored to it.

Israel will be converted and cleansed and given a spiritual heart to love and obey God (Eze. 36:25-
27).

Israel will then dwell in the land that God gave to their fathers (Eze. 36:28).
Israel will be physically blessed in the land (Eze. 36:29-30, 33-34, 38).

The nations will know that the Lord has done this (Eze. 36:36). The restoration and blessing will be
visible, dramatic events, and there will be no question by the onlookers that prophecy will have
been fulfilled.

The New Covenant and Church-age Believers

Question: If the New Covenant is not fulfilled in the church, why does the writer of Hebrews quote
it (Hebrews 8:6-13; 10:15-19)?

Answer:

1. Hebrews does not say the New Covenant is fulfilled in the church. It twice states, rather, that the
New Covenant belongs to “the house of Israel” (Heb. 8:8, 10).

2. Hebrews refers to the New Covenant to show that the Mosaic law was only temporary and that
even the Old Testament promised that it would be abolished and replaced by another covenant. He-
brews was written to Jews who professed Christ, some of whom were being tempted to return to the
Jewish religion because of persecution. It was written to encourage them that Christ is superior in
every way. The writer of Hebrews mentions the New Covenant to show that God had all along
planned to replace the Mosaic Covenant with a better one.

3. The writer of Hebrews indicates that the New Testament believer partakes of the spiritual bless-
ings of the New Covenant through Christ (Heb. 10:15-18), but nowhere does he say that this cove-
nant has been transferred from national Israel to the church or that the physical aspects of the cove-
nant should be spiritualized. Since the spiritual aspects of the New Covenant (and the spiritual as-
pects only) are cited inHebrews 8:8-11 (from Jeremiah 31:31-34), it appears that New Testament
believers participate only in the spiritual blessings of the New Covenant through Christ’s atone-
ment.



4. The apostle Paul plainly taught that the New Covenant will be fulfilled literally in Israel follow-
ing the church age (Ro. 11:25-27). In verse 27 Paul refers to the covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34.

Isaiah 10:20-22

This is one of the many brief passages in the Old Testament prophets that summarize God’s deal-
ings with Israel.

The prophecy deals with the remnant of the house of Jacob that will return and be blessed after the
judgment. It is a remnant that will be saved, not every Jew or everyone who is the seed of Jacob.

The seed of Jacob will be judged and scattered among the nations, but a remnant of that seed will
return and trust Jehovah God “in truth,” and the conversion with “overflow with righteousness.”
This has not yet happened, but it will happen during the time of Jacob’s trouble when Israel will be
converted in preparation for the return of Christ and the establishment of His kingdom.

Ezekiel 34:11-31

This beautiful prophecy of the Shepherd leaves no doubt that God is not finished with national Isra-
el.

The Shepherd, of course, is Jehovah God, and we know from the New Testament that this is Christ,
the Son of God who identified Himself as the Good Shepherd (Joh. 10:11, 14).

He will regather the sheep from the countries where they have been scattered and bring them to
“their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel” (Eze. 34:12-13). This obviously is not
what God is doing today in the church age. This is national Israel being brought back from her Di-
aspora to her own land.

God will distinguish between “cattle and cattle” (Eze. 34:17-22). Not every Jew will be saved.
Zechariah explains that one-third of the Jews living at that time will be saved (Zec. 13:8-9).

The Lord will be their God, and David will be a prince among them (Eze. 34:24). David’s Son, Im-
manuel or Jehovah God in the flesh, will sit on the throne of Israel.

God will make a new covenant with Israel, and she will experience peace and blessing and prosperi-
ty (Eze. 34:25-29).

Note that the God plainly says that “the house of Israel are my people” (Eze. 34:30). This refers to
restored Israel in the future.

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The prophecy of the Valley of Dry Bones says God is not finished with Israel (Ezekiel 37).

This great prophecy is the only one that explains that Israel will return from her wanderings among
the nations in two stages, and in the first stage she will return in a spiritually dead condition.

The interpretation of the valley of dry bones is plainly given in the prophecy itself. It signifies Israel
in her dispersion among the nations.

“Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say,
Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts” (Eze. 37:11).

The resurrection of the dry bones represents Israel’s return to the land and restoration as a nation.

“Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will
open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Isra-
el” (Eze. 37:12).

This is as great a miracle as the resurrection from the dead. Never in human history has a nation
been evicted from its land and scattered throughout the world for 2,000 years to survive as a nation
and be restored to its original land and with its original language and religion.

The first stage of the restoration of Israel is in an unconverted state.



“So | prophesied as | was commanded: and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shak-
ing, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when | beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh
came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: BUT THERE WAS NO BREATH IN
THEM?” (Eze. 37:7-8).

This is exactly what Israel is today and where Israel is today prophetically. Modern Israel is not
righteous and is not a fulfillment of the regathering described in connection with the prophecies we
have already considered. The land has been developed in an amazing way, but it is not a fulfillment
of prophecies about the desert blossoming as the rose (Isaiah 35:1). Modern Israel is, by her own
profession, a secular state and most Jews are secular Jews who aren’t religious and don’t believe in
the God of the Bible. A large percentage are avowed atheists. A minority hold to various branches
of “orthodox Judaism,” which is a religion that does not follow the Old Testament but rather fol-
lows the Talmud. “Rabbinic Judaism” is ancient Phariseeism.

But the prophecy teaches that God is going to touch Israel again and convert her spiritually.

“Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus
saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live. So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. ... And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that | the LORD have spoken it, and
performed it, saith the LORD” (Eze. 37:9-10, 14).

This is in the future, and it is described in many prophecies, as we have seen, such as Zechariah 12-
14.

It is clear from Ezekiel’s prophecy that God is not finished with Israel. The same apostate Israel that
was evicted from the land and scattered among her nations for her sin will be restored to the land.
This has nothing to do with church age saints.

Ezekiel 37:15-28

This prophecy emphasizes that Israel and Judah will be reunited (Eze. 37:15-20). Though most Jews
today do not know their tribe for certain, God knows, and He doesn’t need a DNA test. The 12
tribes are not lost and will be restored by God.

Israel will be regathered from the nations and brought into “their own land” (Eze. 37:21). They
“will dwell in the land that | have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt”
(Eze. 37:25). There can be no question that the prophecy predicts the restoration of Israel to her
own land and that it is presented as a literal, physical event.

Israel will be one nation and have one king and prince (Eze. 37:22, 24, 25). David himself will be
there in a leadership position, but other Scriptures explain that it is David’s Son who will be the
King of kings.

Israel will be cleansed of her sin and will obey God (Eze. 37:23, 24).
God will make an everlasting covenant with Israel (Eze. 37:26).

God will place His temple in their midst (Eze. 37:26-27). This is the temple described in great detail
in Ezekiel 40-48.

These things will be seen by the nations and God will be glorified by them (Eze. 37:28). The proph-
et is describing real physical, earthly events.

Ezekiel 38-39

The prophecy of Gog and Magog says that God is not finished with Israel (Ezekiel 38-39).

This prophecy describes an attack upon Israel by a great military alliance from the north.

Our purpose here is not to look at the prophecy in detail but to see that it proves that God is not fin-
ished with Israel.



The prophecy occurs when Israel has been “brought back from the sword” and “is brought forth out
of the nations” (Eze. 38:8). It occurs after a regathering that follows the land of Israel becoming
waste. Obviously it refers to the restoration of the same Israel that was scattered among the nations.

The attack of Gog and Magog will occur in the latter days (Eze. 38:16). We see that Israel still ex-
ists in the end times.

The attack will occur at a time when the “people of Israel dwelleth safely” (Eze. 38:14). This isn’t
today. It could be during the first 3.5 years of her covenant with the Antichrist. It could refer to after
Armageddon. It’s difficult to place the time exactly, but it is certainly referring to a literal Israel in a
literal land.

The armies of Gog and Magog will be supernaturally destroyed by God (Eze. 38:21-22).

Israel will be brought back from the nations and will know the Lord. God’s Spirit will be poured
upon “the house of Israel’ (Eze. 39:25-29).

The nations will then understand God’s dealings with Israel (Eze. 39:23).

In this prophecy, God calls Israel “my people” (Eze. 38:14, 16). The land is called “my land” (Eze.
38:16), referring to Jehovah God’s, and “the land of Israel” (Eze. 38:18, 19) and “their own land”
(Eze. 39:28).

It is perfectly obvious that God is not finished with Israel, that she will return to the land, be re-
stored to God and to the place of His blessing, and her enemies will be punished. It is impossible to
apply this prophecy to the church.

Daniel’s 70 Week Prophecy
Daniel’s 70 Week prophecy says that God is not finished with Israel (Daniel 9:24-28).

This great prophecy clearly describes a complete summary of God’s program for Israel from the
Babylonian Captivity until the return of Christ. The 70 weeks are weeks of years, or 490 years, as it
is clear from the fulfillment so far.

During the 70 weeks, God’s judgments upon Israel will be completed and Christ will return to bring
in the kingdom. The angel tells Daniel that the prophecy pertains to his own people, the Jews, and
to the holy city, Jerusalem (Da. 9:24).

The first 69 weeks (483 years) extended from the time that the commandment was given to rebuild
Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity to the time of Christ’s first coming. The commandment to
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem was given by Artaxerxes the king of Persia, and is described in Ne-
hemiah 1:1-8. (The same king gave the commandment to rebuild the temple 13 years earlier as de-
scribed in the book of Ezra, but Daniel 9:25 speaks particularly of the rebuilding of the city wall.)
Daniel’s prophecy describes three great events that occurred in this time. First, Jerusalem was re-
built (Da. 9:25). The rebuilding of the city streets and walls in troublous times is described in the
book of Nehemiah. Second, Messiah was “cut off, but not for himself,” meaning that He died on the
cross for man’s sins (Da. 9:26). His death was substitutionary. Third, the city and temple were de-
stroyed (Da. 9:26). This occurred in AD 70 when the armies of Rome destroyed Jerusalem.

After that there will continue to be wars until the time of the end (Da. 9:26). This describes the Ro-
man Jewish wars, but it also describes the last 2,000 years of Israel’s history. Even today, though
Israel is back in the land, she has had no peace, and she will have no peace until she repents and
receives her Messiah, Jesus.

The last week, or seven years, of Daniel’s prophecy remains to be fulfilled (Da. 9:27). Between the
69th and 70th weeks is the church age, which is called a “mystery” because it was not revealed to
the Old Testament prophets (Eph. 3:3-6). The church age is like a valley that the Old Testament
prophets did not see lying between the peaks of the first and second coming of Christ. Paul de-
scribes the church age as the time of Israel’s blindness in Romans 11:25-27.

The last week (seven years) of Daniel’s prophecy is divided into two parts (Da. 9:27). At the begin-
ning of the seven years, the Antichrist will make a false peace covenant with Israel. It is at this time
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that the Jewish temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem. Revelation 11 describes it being measured (Re.
11:1-2) at the very time when the Two Witnesses will prophesy in Jerusalem. Mid-way through the
seven years the Antichrist will break this covenant and desecrate the temple by exalting himself as
God. Compare 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. This event marks the beginning of the 3.5 years of Great
Tribulation. Jesus calls this event “the abomination of desolation” (Mt. 24:15).

This prophecy sees Israel, Daniel’s people, continuing to the time of the Antichrist. It teaches us
that the Antichrist and his program does not pertain to the church; it pertains to Israel and to her
land and temple.

Hosea

Hosea 3:4-5 says that God is not finished with Israel. This passage plainly describes the fall of
Israelfollowed by her return and the re-establishment of the Davidic kingdom.

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a
sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: AFTERWARD shall
the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the
LORD and his goodness in the latter days” (Ho. 3:4-5).

This is the Bible’s teaching about Israel and her future in a nutshell. Israel would rebel against
God’s Word, be judged, abide many days without a king or a sacrifice or a priesthood (e.g., no
kingdom and no temple), then return, repent, and be restored and blessed. The restoration will occur
“in the latter days.”

Amos
Amos says that God is not finished with Israel.

“Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful kingdom, and | will destroy it from off the
face of the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob, saith the LORD. For, lo, |
will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve,
yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword,
which say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. In that day will | raise up the tabernacle of
David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and | will raise up his ruins, and I will build
it as in the days of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which
are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD,
that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the
mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring again the captivity of
my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And |
will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have
given them, saith the LORD thy God” (Am. 9:8-15).

This is another of the many Old Testament prophecies of the restoration of Israel after her world-
wide dispersion. It is clear and precise, and only by doing violence to the language can it be made to
describe anything other than a restoration of the nation Israel.

Consider some of the lessons from a literal interpretation of this prophecy:
God will judge Israel severely for her sin, but He will not utterly destroy her (Am. 9:8).

Israel will be sifted among the nations, but not the least grain will fall to the earth (Am. 9:9). He has
always had His eye upon Israel and has been in control of her wanderings.

The sinners of Israel who do not believe God’s Word will perish (Am. 9:10). They are the national
seed of Abraham, but that does not mean they are saved or will be saved. Those who do not repent
will not be saved.
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But Israel itself will be restored. The tabernacle of David will be raised up and built as in the old
days (Am. 9:11). This will occur when Christ returns and sits on the throne of David, ruling Israel
and the whole world.

The restoration of the house of David will be accompanied by blessings on the land (Am. 9:13-15).
The prophecy pertains to a land.

Words could not be more clear and simple to understand, and this is the consistent testimony of the
entire Bible. The same Israel that turned from God and was judged and scattered among the nations
will be restored to her land, the very land upon which she lived in ancient times, and she will live on
that land and be blessed in that land, and the Son of David will restore the Davidic kingdom and
rule and reign over it. That’s the teaching of the Bible from the Pentateuch to Revelation.

Amos’ prophecy is cited by James in Acts 15.

“And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this | will return, and will build
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and |

will set it up: That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom

my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things” (Ac. 15:15-17).

Here James quotes Amos 9:11 and gives a general reference to Amos 9:12 without quoting it exact-
ly. His simple point is that the Old Testament prophets foresaw God’s blessing on the Gentiles. This
was the subject in question at the Jerusalem conference.

James does not say that Amos 9 is fulfilled in the church or that God is finished with Israel. For
that, it would have been necessary that he interpret the kingdom prophecies allegorically or spiritu-
ally, but instead he interprets Amos literally. Since he cites the part of the prophecy about the salva-
tion of the Gentiles as literal, there is no reason to believe that he was looking at the restoration of
the house of David as anything other than literal.

If the apostles had believed that the church has fulfilled such prophecies, this would have been the
ideal place to have made that perfectly clear, but they did just the opposite.

Zechariah
Zechariah says God is not finished with Israel.
Consider the great prophecy of Zechariah 12-14.

Jerusalem will be besieged by the “people of the earth” but will be delivered and will conquer all
their armies (Zec. 12: 1-9). The nations that come against Jerusalem will be destroyed. This has
never happened. God destroyed Sennacherib’'s army, but that consisted of one Assyrian army, not
the nations of the world. The armies of the world have never attacked Israel before. Zechariah’s
prophecy will be fulfilled when the nations attack Israel during the time of the Antichrist. It is part
of the Battle of Armageddon.

At that time, Israel will repent and will acknowledge the crucified Jesus as Christ (Zec. 12:10-14).
They will look upon him “whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth
for his only son.” The mourning will be in Jerusalem and all over Israel. The mourning will involve
the house of David and the house of Levi and the other families. This is obviously talking about
national Israel and not the church in any sense. Israelites today might not know their tribal genealo-
gies, but God knows.

Israel will be cleansed by the blood of Christ (Zec. 13:1).
Israel will be cleansed of idolatry and false teaching (Zec. 13:2-6).

One-third of Israel will be converted, and two-thirds will be judged (Zec. 13:7-9). The third part
will be brought through the Great Tribulation for purifying (Zec. 13:9). This is why the tribulation
is also called the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7).

The Lord will return to the Mount of Olives and it will be divided (Zec. 14:1-7). A great valley will
be formed, and the remnant of Jews will flee from Jerusalem.

11



A river of living waters will flow from Jerusalem (Zec. 14:8). Ezekiel also describes this, and it will
heal the Dead Sea and the desert area in the Judean wilderness to the east of Jerusalem (Eze. 47:8-
12).

Israel’s topography will be changed (Zec. 14:10).

The LORD will be king over all the earth (Zec. 14:9). His kingship of the earth is spoken of in the
context of His return to the Mount of Olives and blessings on the land of Israel.

Israel will be blessed and enriched (Zec. 14:14).

The surviving nations will come to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts (Zec. 14:16).
The nations that refuse to submit will be punished (Zec. 14:17-19).

Israel will be perfectly holy (Zec. 14:20-21).

This prophecy cannot be spiritualized to refer to the church without doing it such damage that it is
rendered meaningless.

Christ’s Teaching
The Lord Jesus taught that God is not finished with Israel. Consider four examples:

In Matthew 23, after Christ condemned the Pharisees and their false traditions and false works reli-
gion, He said to the Jews of that day and to Jerusalem, “Behold, your house is left unto you deso-
late. For | say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, TILL ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matthew 23:38-39). Note the word “till.” Christ promised judg-
ment upon Israel. He prophesied that their temple would be desolate. But the judgment wasn’t go-
ing to be permanent. It has an end, and it will end when Israel repents. This repentance is described
in great detail by the prophet Zechariah (chapter 12).

In Matthew 24, Christ continued this same teaching. The temple of His day would be destroyed so
that there would not remain “one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down” (verse 2). The
visitor to Jerusalem can still see the “Titus stones” that were thrown from the temple mount in AD
70 and crashed to the street below at the south end of the western wall. And Jesus prophesied of the
rise of the Antichrist spoken of by Daniel, who will stand in a rebuilt Jewish temple (Mt. 24:15).
And then those who are in Judea will flee (Mt. 24:16). Jesus is prophesying of the Israel that exists
today, the Israel that occupies the hills of Judea and is preparing to build the third temple. Christ is
prophesying of modern Israel. He says she will still be under God’s judgment in the end times and
will endure great tribulation (Mt. 24:41). He prophesies of false Jewish christs that will rise, and we
know that many of them have already risen (Mt. 24:24-26).

In Matthew 24, Christ is teaching the same literal truths about Israel that all of the prophets de-
scribe. He doesn’t describe Israel’s conversion in Matthew 24, but that is described in many other
prophecies. All of the prophecies give the same literal plan for Israel: rejection of Jesus as Christ,
dispersion, judgment, conversion, restoration.

What about Matthew 21:43?

“Therefore say | unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation
bringing forth the fruits thereof.”

If this verse were isolated, it could teach that God was finished with Israel and that the church has
replaced Israel, but it cannot possibly teach that since Christ Himself said that He is not finished
with Israel. He said they would not see Him TILL they repent (Mt. 23:39).

Christ always described a literal physical kingdom on earth. He said “They shall come from the
east, and from the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom
of God (Lu. 13:29).

Christ gave the parable in Luke 19:11-27 specifically to teach that the kingdom of God would not
come at that time but would come after the king would go into a far country and then return (Lu.
19:12). After he returns he will reward his servants and judge his enemies. This describes the
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church age followed by the establishment of an earthly kingdom, exactly as we see throughout
Scripture.

Acts 1 also tells us that Christ taught that the kingdom of Israel will be restored.

After His resurrection, He spoke to the disciples “of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God”
(Ac. 1:3).

It is obvious that the kingdom Christ taught them about was the kingdom promised in Old Testa-
ment prophecy and that He had not taught them that the church has replaced Israel, because just
before He ascended, the disciples asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?” (Ac. 1:6).

They believed that Israel’s kingdom would be restored, they just didn’t know when.

Christ’s reply makes it doubly clear that they were all on the same page about the future of Israel’s
kingdom. He said,

“It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth”
(Ac. 1:7-8).

If the disciples had still misunderstood Christ’s teaching about Israel’s kingdom, this would have
been the perfect time to have corrected their thinking. But Christ didn’t say, “You are confused;
there is no restoration of Israel’s kingdom.” Instead, He told them that the timing of the re-
establishment of the kingdom is God’s business, and they need to focus on their own business in
this present time, which is preaching the gospel to the ends of the earth.

Acts 15
The apostolic conference in Acts 15 says that God is not finished with Israel.

The conference was for the purpose of deciding the issue of whether Gentile believers must follow
the law of Moses (Acts 15:1).

The determination by the apostles and prophets was that they are not so obligated, because the law
of Moses was a heavy yoke, whereas salvation is by God grace (Acts 15:10-11).

They understood that the purpose of the present time or age or dispensation is for God to take out of
the Gentiles a people for His name (Acts 15:14). That is a description of the church age in a nut-
shell. Elsewhere Paul speaks of the fulness of the Gentiles coming in (Ro. 11:25). This tells us that
there is an end to the church as far as who will belong to it. There is no end to the church (Eph.
3:21), but there is an end to the church age during which the church is being gathered together. The
church age has a beginning and an end.

In his summary, James shows that this is conformable to the teaching of the Old Testament proph-
ets. He quotes from Amos to show that the prophets taught that God would restore the house of Da-
vid after it was fallen down and would rebuild its ruins, and at that time there would be Gentiles
who call on the name of the Lord (Amos 9:11-12). James is not saying that the house of David is
restored in the church. To the contrary, he is saying that it will be restored in the future and that
when it is restored there will exist saved Gentiles. That implies the salvation of Gentiles before the
restoration of Israel’s kingdom, which hints at the church age. This does not contradict the teaching
that the church is a mystery. It is a mystery and was nowhere revealed in Old Testament prophecy,
yet there are hints of the church age in the Old Testament that can now be understood in hindsight.

What is indisputable is that the apostles believed that the kingdom of David would be literally re-
stored, and it will be restored in the future and it is not currently restored in the church age.

The apostles interpreted the prophecy of Amos 9:8-15 literally.
Romans 11
Paul says in Romans 11 that God is not finished with Israel.
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This passage clearly teaches that God is not finished with Israel and that the church has not replaced
Israel.

As there is a casting away of Israel, so there will be a receiving of Israel which will be associated
with the resurrection of the dead (Ro. 11:15). Daniel also associates the restoration of Israel with the
resurrection (Da. 12:1-2).

The church, though different from Israel, is closely associated with spiritual Israel (Ro. 11:16-24).

- The root is not Israel herself. The root is Abraham’s covenant and Abraham’s Seed Jesus Christ.
Both the church and Israel are connected with this root. There is one tree and multiple branches. An
Old Testament saint like Samuel and a New Testament saint like Apollos are both children of Abra-
ham. Some of the natural branches growing from the root were broken off because of unbelief, and
when they repent they will be grafted back in. The natural branches refer to Israel by nature; the
Jews are by nature the children of Abraham, but the natural cannot inherit the spiritual kingdom of
God.

- Professing Christians, too, should fear lest they be found to be in unbelief (Ro. 11:20-21). This is
the same type of warning as in Hebrews 3:12 - 4:3. It is a warning about professing Christ without
possessing Christ through saving faith.

Blindness in part is happened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in (Ro. 11:25-27).
This is the New Testament teaching about the church and the church age and Israel in a nutshell.
Israel is in spiritual blindness today, and that is what we see in modern Israel, but God isn’t finished
with blind Israel. She will be saved and converted, and God’s covenants with her will be fulfilled.
Words could not be plainer.

When Paul says that “all Israel shall be saved,” he is referring to Israel as Israel and not to every
Israelite. This is clear in comparing Scripture with Scripture. All Israel will be saved in the sense of
the 12 tribes. Ezekiel tells us that God will restore Judah and Israel and they will be one (Eze.
37:15-20). But Zechariah tells us that only one-third of individual Israelites living in that day will
be converted (Zec. 13:8-9). Elsewhere, Paul stated that a remnant of Israel will be saved (Ro. 9:27).

The Book of Revelation
Finally, the book of Revelation says that God is not finished with Israel.

In fact, the book of Revelation can be outlined according to a distinction between the church and
Israel. In chapters 1-3, the churches are addressed, but in Revelation 4:1, John is caught up to heav-
en and after that we don’t see the churches on earth.

In Revelation 7, 12,000 individuals from each of 12 tribes of Israel are sealed (Re. 7:1-8). The
names of the tribes are given. Here we see that the 12 tribes of Israel have not ceased to exist before
God and that He knows who and where they are and they have a future in His prophetic plan. The
witness for God in the earth during the Tribulation is Israel, not the church.

In Revelation 8, the prayers of the saints are prayers for judgment. Only Israel prayed such prayers.
Church-age saints are instructed to pray for her enemies, not against them (Lu. 9:51-56). The im-
precatory prayers of Revelation are those of the Psalms and are based on God’s promise to Abra-
ham to curse those that cursed him and his seed (Ge. 12:1-3).

In Revelation 9, the scorpion-like creatures are given freedom to hurt all earth-dwellers except those
Jews who were sealed by the angel of Revelation 7. If church-age believers were on earth, they
would be subject to this horrible judgment of God.

Revelation 10 identifies the events of Revelation 4-18 with those foretold by Old Testament proph-
ets--the days of the Great Tribulation, the “Day of the Lord.” The church age was never in the view
of these Old Testament prophecies; it was a mystery not yet revealed. The church has a different
purpose and program than national Israel. It is Israel that is in view in Old Testament prophecy and
in Revelation 4-18.

The ministry of the two witnesses of Revelation 11 identifies them with national Israel and with Old
Testament prophecies of the “Day of the Lord.” The two witnesses minister from Jerusalem, Israel’s

capital. The church has no such capital, her hope being heavenly, not earthly (Col. 3:1-4; Php. 3:17-
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21). The two witnesses are associated with the rebuilt Jewish temple, which is measured at the be-
ginning of the prophecy, telling us that this is when it will be built. The two witnesses are clothed in
sackcloth, which speaks of Israel. The sackcloth signifies repentance from sin and sorrow because
of some calamity (1 Ki. 21:27; 2 Ki. 19:1; Est. 4:1; Isa. 15:3; Jer. 4:8). Nowhere are the churches
seen in sackcloth. The churches are told, rather, to “rejoice in the Lord alway” (Php. 4:4). The
church-age believer’s judgment is forever past, and he is to keep his mind centered in the heavenlies
where, positionally, he is already seated with Christ (Eph. 2:5-10). Revelation 11:4 identifies the
two witnesses with the Old Testament prophecy of Zechariah 4:3, 11, 14. Further, the two witnesses
call down judgment upon their enemies in Revelation 10:5-6. Jesus rebuked his disciples for desir-
ing to do just this and instructed the church-age believer to pray for the well-being of his enemies,
not for their destruction (Lu. 9:54-56; Ro. 12:14, 17-21). None of this is church ground. This is Is-
rael ground. This is literal Jerusalem, literal Jewish temple ground.

The devil persecutes Israel, not the church, during the Tribulation (Re. 12). There can be no doubt
that the woman in this chapter signifies Israel. Verse 5 shows the woman bringing forth Christ, and
it is obvious that Jesus was brought forth by Israel, not by the church (Isa. 9:6-7; Ro. 9:5). Also, the
symbols of Revelation 12:1-2 recall familiar Old Testament typology of Israel. She is referred to as
awoman (lIsa. 54:5-7). The sun and moon and the 12 stars of verse 2 bring us directly to Joseph’s
dream regarding Israel (Ge. 37:9). The words of Revelation 12:2 are almost an exact quote from
Micah 5:3, speaking of Israel’s delivery of the Messiah. These symbols are not used in the New
Testament to refer to the churches.

EXAMINING THE PROOF TEXTS FOR REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY

For an examination of proof texts used to teach that the church is Israel, see the free eBook WHAT
ABOUT STEVEN ANDERSON? :
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/what_about_steven_anderson.php

The above is excerpted from the new book WHAT ABOUT STEVEN ANDERSON? :
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/what about steven anderson.php, which is available in
print or as a free eBook.

Anderson is an Independent Baptist preacher who has growing influence through his YouTube vid-
eos and movies. This review of his teaching deals with the following errors:

Holocaust denial

Replacement Theology

Rejection of biblical Repentance

The heresy that salvation doesn’t have evidence
Cursing of homosexuals

Christ suffering in hell as an atonement for sin
The denial of the imminency of the Rapture

We give extensive proof that God is not finished with Israel and that the church is not Israel and
defend the Pre-Tribulation Rapture.
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